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Investigations on Various Places in Afghanistan Recorded by Hyecho
XUE Ke-qiao

(National Institute of International Strategies, CASS, Dongcheng District, Beijing 100007)

Abstract: Afghanistan, situated at the junction of Central Asia, West Asia and South Asia, used
to be a major transfer station and center of trade and commerce on the ancient Silk Road. Starting
from the event of Zhang Qian’s opening up in the Western Regions to Xuanzang’s journey seeking for
Buddhist scriptures in India, Afghanistan was a land they had to go through. In the seventh century,
Xuanzang visited Afghanistan and left behind valuable records of that country in Record of
Xuanzang’s Travels to the West in Tang Dynasty. In the eighth century, Hyecho(Hui Chao), a Bud-
dhist monk who came to and stayed in China from Silla, went to Afghanistan on a tour of investiga-
tion and wrote a book entitled Memoir of a Pilgrimage to the Five Parts of India , which has includ-
ed records of the geography and folklore of various tribal states scattered in the valleys of the Hindu
Kush and is therefore important literature for making studies of the history and culture of Afghani-
stan.

Key words: Hyecho; Memoir of a Pilgrimage to the Five Parts of India; Afghanistan;
Kapisi; Tokharoi
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