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The Relationship between the Copyright System and the Film Industry——Based on the
Analysis of Chinese Film Copyright System
Sun Yunxiao

(National Institute of International Strategy, Chinese Academy of Social Science, Beijing 100007)

Abstract: The major revision of China's Copyright Law in 2020 will affect the film industry. Based
on the analysis of institutional history, the dialectical relationship between the copyright system and the
film industry has formed a mapping and feedback. On the one hand, the evolution of Chinese film
copyright is a legal mapping after the industrial model has matured; on the other hand, the effective
design of the legal system will promote the development of the film industry. According to the
relationship model, the revision of the Copyright Law has effectively promoted the maximization of
industrial benefits from the three dimensions of defining the subject of property rights, reducing
transaction costs, and optimizing the allocation of rights. Driven by networking, digitization and
intelligent technologies, the film industry model is undergoing a new round of changes, and the new
legal relationship is still to be mapped. Therefore, under the new copyright law, the film industry policy
should accelerate the establishment of a coordinated governance mechanism, promote the diversified
development of the film industry, and at the same time reserve private copyright rules in practice.

Key Words: Film industry; copyright law; transaction costs; industrial policy; collaborative
governance
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